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Deakin University acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of all

the unceded lands, skies and waterways on which Deakin students,
staff and communities come together. As we learn and teach through
virtually and physically constructed places across time, we pay our
deep respect to the Ancestors and Elders of Wadawurrung Country,
Wourundjeri and Eastern Maar Country and beyond, where our physical
campuses are located. We also acknowledge the many First Nations
from where students join us online and make vital contributions to our
learning communities.
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elcome from our
Vice-Chancellor

The biggest challenges facing our world require collective

action. Each of us carries the spark that enables innovation
and transformation - but it's when we come together, with
shared purpose and genuine ambition, that lasting change

becomes possible.

In November 2025, Deakin launched Together —
our first dedicated philanthropic and engagement
campaign, and the largest in our history. Together
is a call to our entire community to imagine

what is possible and make it real —to spark
discoveries, open pathways and drive change
where it is needed most, building on our enduring
commitment to equity, access and progress.

The response from the Deakin community has
been remarkable.

We are raising $150 million and connecting
with 150,000 alumni and the momentum

is real: more than $98 million raised, more
than 100,000 alumni engaged. These are not
just numbers. They represent scholarships
that are rewriting futures, research that is
answering urgent questions and partnerships
that are turning possibility into practice.

The timing of this Campaign was

intentional. We spent 2025 proudly
reflecting on our first 50 years, and
Ln doing so, began to imagine the
coming five decades and beyond.
The next chapter has already begun.

The first cohort of Dawn Wade Foundation
Scholars has recently commenced their studies at
Deakin. Each scholar's journey here has taken a
different trajectory, but they have been brought
together to live on campus and be supported

to excel. They will transform themselves, their
families and their communities. This is the largest
equity scholarship program in our University’s
history, made possible through a conversation
with a family who believe deeply in Geelong

and in addressing global inequality. This is how
philanthropy catalyses change — it looks beyond
the present to visualise what could be and invests
in that belief.

What excites me most about Together is what

it asks of all of us. Movements begin with small
steps and | am inspired daily by the dedication of
our alumni community. Jasmine Rab faced many
setbacks during her environmental science studies
—but it didn’t deter her from finishing what she
started. Now she is giving back to the same Deakin
programs that supported her.

Simon Naawi grew up in the Torres Strait,
determined to return as a nurse and provide the
culturally appropriate healthcare that he himself
was denied. In partnership with the Norman
Beischer Medical Research Foundation, Deakin
is supporting the next generation of Indigenous
nurses like Simon to stay on Country for most of
the academic year and attend intensive campus
teaching and training blocks. Young people in his
community are already asking how they might
chart their own path to Deakin.

Our Deakin community sharing their stories, their
time and their wisdom — that is the soul of this
Campaign. When | look to the next 10, 20, 50
years, | see a Deakin whose
impact is shaped by the choices
we make right now. Together,
each of us has an important role
to play in building that future.

PUEAS

Professor lain Martin
Vice-Chancellor
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Together is Deakin's call to imagine what's possible and make it real.

By raising $150 million and connecting with 150,000 of our alumni,
we'll open more doors for students, accelerate new discoveries

4 / = and build a more equitable, sustainable world for all. Inspired by
" . = ) our dedicated community, we're pushing the boundaries of what's
N '_ 4 y possible with bold ideas and an enduring belief in equitable access

_— i y to education; amplifying our collective impact to change lives and
! :

strengthen communities across Australia and around the world.

|deas to impact

Our Impact Themes focus our efforts where @

Deakin can make the greatest difference,
turning ideas into practical solutions for
today's most urgent challenges. They ensure
outcomes that matter — strengthening
communities, advancing technology and
innovation, enabling sustainability and

improving health and wellbeing.
Our themes are a compass for
every decision, collaboration 1 i

and partnership we invest in.

Advancing society, Building safe and Creating smarter
culture and the economy secure communities technologies

To learn more about our = Enabling a Improving health

Ideas to Impact click here. sustainable world and wellbeing

Campaign Impact

Where it began

The Together Campaign began with people
who cared.

On the first day of 2021, 183 donors gave to Deakin
- each moved by something different. A concern
for the planet. A belief in equal opportunity. A
hope that the next medical breakthrough was

on the horizon. A conviction that displaced
communities deserve better than the world has
offered them.

The different paths that drew them shared
something: the sense that the challenges they
cared about most were ones Deakin was trying

to solve. So they invested in that work —in
researchers, in students, in the power of discovery.

Today, 1,791 donors have chosen to be part of
what started that day. Together, we turned a belief
into a beginning. Together, we are writing the
opening chapter of something larger.

Progress towards
$150 million

Progress accurate as at May 2026

2025 year in review

$10.42m

Raised in gifts and donations
from 327 individuals, trusts,
foundations and organisations.

30,562

Engaged alumni in 2025
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Alumni in action

Deakin alum Mike Monnik
(BIT(Hons) ’16) built a career at
the edge of what's possible. As
founder and CEO of DroneSec,

he advises governments and
international agencies on
counter-drone intelligence and
gives his cyber expertise freely

to The Missed Foundation, helping
locate missing persons.

But the more he’s achieved, the more he's
brought back to where his journey began.

The recipient of a donor-funded scholarship
during his studies, Mike now gives back to the
Deakin community by mentoring students,
volunteering on an Advisory Board, and
championing the institution that helped shape
the kind of professional and person he's become.

For Deakin’s alumni, graduation isn't the end of

the story. It's where the next chapter begins.

Progress towards
150k engaged alumni

52,834,680

The largest gift was from the
Dawn Wade Foundation.

This donation is supporting 30 students, each
with a scholarship valued at up to $25,268.

$598,519

Amount donated by alumni

Image: Jane, a Deakin
community donor,
supports the causes
that matter most to her,
including emergency
student grants and early
career researchers.
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When Simon Naawt isn't studying for his nursing degree at Deakin,
he's flying high in a twin-engine plane over Far North Queensland

and beyond, delivering essential healthcare to remote communities.

&

The proud Kulkalgal man grew up in the central
islands of the Torres Strait and is part of the ear,
nose and throat clinic that works closely with
Cairns Hospital. The team regularly visits Weipa,
Bamaga and the Torres Strait Islands as part of
their rounds.

Simon had been working in Indigenous health for
several years when he applied for a senior health
worker position, but was unsuccessful. It was at
this point he saw that he needed further education
to continue to grow in his career, and he decided
that it would be through Deakin.

“I'm the type of person who is not
going to be demotivated if something
doesn’'t go my way,” he says.

‘So that was the moment | thought I’d venture

off into tertiary study. And quite fortunately, the
same week | came across the NIKERI direct entry
program. So | applied for that, went down for
orientation in Geelong, and then that’s when it all
started. And I'm halfway through my degree now.’

The National Indigenous Knowledges Education
Research and Innovation Institute, known as
NIKERI, is based at Deakin’s Geelong Waurn
Ponds Campus. For 40 years, it has led the nation
in providing a culturally safe and nurturing
environment for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander learning and research.

NIKERI offers undergraduate programs including
nursing through ‘mixed-mode’ delivery, which
supports students to stay within their communities
for most of the academic year and attend in-
person intensives on campus for a week or more
at a time.

D)

e

‘The mixed-mode cohorts are located around the
country and our flexible delivery and residential
facilities mean that they don’t have to relocate in
order to get their professional qualifications. They
can stay in their communities, and still get their
qualification and seek to enter that profession on
their own path,” explains NIKERI Director Karinda
Burns (MEd ‘16).

The Kitjarra residences, located at Deakin’s Waurn
Ponds Campus, provide a home away from home
for visiting students — the name means ‘learning
place’ in Wadawurrung language.

NIKERI also leads the Indigenous Studies
undergraduate major offered in the Bachelor of
Arts degree, offers two specialised postgraduate
coursework programs, and is home for Indigenous
research higher degree students. Thanks to these
collective efforts, Deakin proudly welcomes the
highest number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander undergraduate students of any Victorian
university. More than 1,300 Indigenous graduates
have received their Deakin degrees to date.

In 2019, Deakin partnered with the Norman
Beischer Medical Research Foundation to focus
on improving Indigenous health outcomes. Part
of this partnership established the Ernie Williams
Indigenous Nursing Scholarship program, named in
honour of the late Ernest Daniel (Ernie) Williams,
a trusted advisor and passionate advocate for
Indigenous health, whose generosity and long-
standing support helped shape the Foundation’s
philanthropic scope and impact. Fourteen
scholars have received support since the program
was created.

‘Our partnership with Deakin reflects a shared
commitment to improving Indigenous health
outcomes. Honouring Ernie Williams’ enduring
generosity, this scholarship supports future
leaders like Simon to strengthen care within their
communities,” says Sarah Conron, CEO of the
Norman Beischer Medical Research Foundation.

Image: Simon Naawi, recipient of the Ernie
Williams Indigenous Nursing Scholarship.

Simon says he was thrilled when he learned
he had received the scholarship and wasted
no time putting the money to good use.

‘In my first year it was all about getting
resources to study — uniforms, materials,

a stethoscope and textbooks. Now, | plan
forwards to the end of semester where
placement is going to happen and | know
that | have funds saved from the scholarship
to help me down in Geelong.’

When he commenced his studies, Simon
was the first in his family to attend the
University ... or so he thought.

‘| later learned that my uncle graduated
from Deakin a while back through the NIKERI
program and | think he was probably one of
the first Torres Strait students who applied
and graduated from nursing. He’s working as
a nurse practitioner, which is a really good
motivational story to boost other Torres
Strait Islander students to go forward.’

Simon’s desire to care for his people is
shaped by his own experiences.

‘Growing up in a remote community,
accessing health services was always a
challenge,” he shares.

‘I've had experiences where | was sitting

in a consult room and not understanding
what the doctor was saying. There was no
Indigenous health workers at the time there
to advocate, to explain. It was always a
“yes” answer, agreeing to what the doctor
was saying. So somewhere down the track
when | became a health worker, that was
my main goal — to build a bridge between
mainstream health and Indigenous health.’

Simon has enjoyed his semi-regular visits to
Geelong to undertake the laboratory work
and practical placements required for his
degree. He regularly fields questions from
people in Cairns and the Torres Strait about
their own study aspirations.

‘People are always asking questions and it
makes me feel proud that | have been an
influence to some of the younger generation
in my community.’

To learn more about
The National Indigenous
Knowledges Education
Research and Innovation
Institute, click here.
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https://www.deakin.edu.au/indigenous-students/study/nikeri-institute
https://www.deakin.edu.au/indigenous-students/study/nikeri-institute
https://www.deakin.edu.au/indigenous-students/study/nikeri-institute
https://www.deakin.edu.au/indigenous-students/study/nikeri-institute
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As a child, Jasmine Rab (BEnvSc (Wild&ConsBiol) ‘18) was drawn
to the great outdoors and quickly developed a fascination with
the plants and animals that surrounded her.

G

‘When | was 11, my parents bought a bushland
hobby farm in Gippsland. My brother and |

would go on long walking adventures across

the surrounding farms, where we encountered
incredible flora and fauna. | loved having my hands
in the soil, and | always felt that nature loved me
back,” Jasmine shares.

The budding biologist planned to study
environmental science at university, but her path
to higher education became a long and winding
road. She worked in an accounting firm in her early
20s and took on a mortgage, studying at TAFE

in the evenings. At 28 she became very unwell,
and has struggled with bouts of chronic fatigue
ever since.

But she never gave up on her dream.

“At 35, | decided | could no longer
lgnore my childhood dream of
further study,” saysJasmine.

‘I enrolled at TAFE to complete a Diploma of
Conservation and Land Management. | had been
working in garden nurseries on and off during
weekends and | also completed a Diploma of
Horticulture through prior learning. | finally
entered university at age 39 to study a Bachelor of
Environmental Science (Wildlife and Conservation
Biology) at Deakin.’

Although her patience and determination were
finally rewarded with a place at Deakin, Jasmine
faced yet another setback.

‘During my first few months, | broke my back. |
spent weeks in bed and eventually returned to

Image: Jasmine Rab, community giving donor.

class wearing a back brace. It was a difficult time.
| failed my first exam but passed the unit because
my assignment marks were strong. My studies
took up most of my time, so | was unable to join
clubs or volunteer during university.’

Despite the many challenges, Jasmine was a
diligent student and was awarded multiple
scholarships, including the Byron Williams Award
- given to a person enrolled in an environmental
science program who demonstrates commitment,
personal achievement and perseverance.

Studying part-time, a determined Jasmine made it
to the graduation stage on her own terms.

‘It took me seven years to finish the degree
and at times it was overwhelming. But | made
it and will never forget that moment of pride
and accomplishment.

‘I had already done well in the accounting industry,
but | didn’t want to stay in an office doing the 9-to-
5 routine. | wanted to be outdoors, wearing work

Image: Student Emergency Assistance
Fund recipient, Rachel Aspermont.

boots instead of high heels. For me, it was about
the journey and my love of nature.’

Jasmine found a fulfilling role as a park ranger

at Wilson Botanic Park. She worked closely with
the park volunteers and felt like she had become
part of a family. She then applied her expertise
to collecting invertebrate specimens for what
was then the Department of Environment and
Primary Industries under the late Dr Alan Louey
Yen, who donated much of his insect collection to
Museums Victoria.

Recently, Jasmine experienced a full circle moment
when she gave her first donation to Deakin’s
Student Emergency Assistance Fund, known as
SEAF. (During her first year of study, Jasmine

was awarded what was then the equivalent of a
SEAF scholarship.)

‘I loved studying at Deakin and the scholarships
| received during the years when | couldn’t work
were invaluable,” says Jasmine.

“| will never forget that support.
The University psychologists were
also incredibly helpful, as was the
course coordinator who assisted
with my prior learning credits.”

Impact of your giving tn 2025

Now a practising doctor in Ballarat, Dr Rachel
Aspermont (MD ‘25) is another Deakin alum
who received timely support from the Student
Emergency Assistance Fund.

‘You might think you have to donate big to make

a difference to someone, but when you're a single
parent studying, even $50 made a huge difference.
It was literally how much it cost to feed my kids
lunch for a week.

‘If you think that you won't make a big difference
because you only give a little, you don't know the
flow-on effect of that. Now that I'm working, giving
back to the SEAF is exactly what I'll be doing.’

Jasmine’s story affirms that every act of generosity
can have a lasting impact.

‘Every contribution counts. | received so much
support from the University that | feel compelled
to give back in whatever way | can. | will never
forget the kindness shown to me during those
challenging years, and even small acts of giving can
make a meaningful difference for someone else.’

To learn more about SEAF,
other community giving
programs and how you can
contribute, click here.



https://together.deakin.edu.au/giving-through-deakin/ways-to-give/community-giving/
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279 Community
Glving donors

Supporting
63 students

The average doctor will see over 100,000 patients
during their career.

Thanks to backing from the community through the
Student Emergency Assistance Fund, recent graduate

Dr Rachel Aspermont (MD '25) is now a practising doctor
in Ballarat.

Rachel's dedication and knowledge will go on to benefit
thousands of people, changing the trajectory of health
for her community.

Rachel is just one of the 63 students who were positively
impacted by community giving in 2025.

Together, we are a community
for the community.

Jasmine is just one of
the many donors in

our community.

Community Giving donors
are supporting students
like Dr Rachel Aspermont.
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There are multiple ways to determine
whether a university outreach program

D Next

has been successful.

For Associate Head of School (Research) Professor
Linda Hobbs, who created the Girls as Leaders in
STEM (GALS) program with Associate Professor
Lihua Xu and their colleagues, one compelling data
point is the GALS presentation ceremony where
participating students share their science projects
in front of a public audience.

‘Just to see the girls on stage and to see the
delight in the parents’ faces to see their child
really standing out and having that success is
really terrific,” Professor Hobbs says.

‘Getting the feedback directly from the parents
who say: “This has been so good for my daughter.
We're so proud of her. You're doing such a terrific
job” is very affirming.’

Professor Hobbs has also received feedback from
the students themselves.

“We like to bring the girls on

Ccampus, d

nd these are Grade 5 and

6 students, and I've heard them sauy:
‘Oh, I'd never even thought about
going to unti. | think  want to come
to uni now'. So, it's just opening up
those possibilities for them.”

Impact of your giving in 2025

Image: Students from Allansford and District Primary
School showcasing their '"Monster Bins' project,
aimed at reducing rubbish in their community.

Professor Hobbs, Honorary Professor Coral
Campbell and Associate Professor Xu devised GALS
in partnership with the Invergowrie Foundation,

a philanthropic foundation with a current focus

on advancing the education of women and girls in
Victoria through science, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM). In 2017, the Foundation
commissioned the Girls’ Future—Our Future report,
whose recommendations paved the way for GALS.

In 2025, GALS was delivered in 21 schools to over
190 female students in Geelong and Warrnambool
through Deakin, and in Ballarat through Federation
University and the Ballarat Tech School. Students
from Years 5 to 8 elect to complete the program in
their spare time, on top of their usual subjects. The
popularity of the initiative has inspired the creation
of an alumni arm, the GALS Academy, to maintain
STEM engagement in the longer term.

=i Click here to hear her
h‘k _ story in her own words.

Image: Associate Professor Lihua Xu,
one of the GALS lead researchers.

,;{- ~ 2T q Before graduating,
3, Vo Rachel shared her
- : journey towards studying
d ! ) medicine at Deakin.



https://mset-ed-deakin.org.au/research-projects/girls-as-leaders-in-stem-gals/
https://mset-ed-deakin.org.au/research-projects/girls-as-leaders-in-stem-gals/
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=duyAQ1XSd-8&pp=ygUoU3R1ZGVudCBlbWVyZ2VuY3kgYXNzaXN0YW5jZSBmdW5kIGRlYWtpbg%3D%3D
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Professor Hobbs explains that GALS complements
classroom STEM instruction, which allows
participants to go deeper on a real-world problem
that interests them. Working in groups, students
conduct research for the rest of the term,
culminating in a poster presentation in front of their
peers and families. The GALS team have created

a range of resources to guide young students and
their teachers through the design process.

‘We have problem cards that are built around
particular industries and we did a lot of industry
collaboration to develop those,” Professor
Hobbs says.

“We wanted to provide inspiration for
the girls to come up with problems
that were important to them. So, they
might look at a challenge relating to
waste, the fashion industry, grain
research, or something else.”

When GALS was launched in 2019, the Deakin
project team reached out to nearby schools in
Geelong with which they had previously partnered.
School teacher Isje Turang-Timmins from Saint
Ignatius College in Geelong was an early adopter,
supporting the program at her school since 2019.

‘Overall, I've noticed that the girls that | have
worked with in GALS have often become leaders
in the school. You see them get up at assemblies
because of the confidence and teamwork, the
collaboration — they have really thrived because
of it

Isje has been surprised by the diversity of chosen
research projects and the flow-on effects of the
students’ inquiry.

‘One of the GALS projects our girls did was

to survey the school in terms of the impact

of rubbish. They sorted the rubbish bins and
separated soft plastics and hard plastics. They
even considered the waste being produced by
our 3D printers. Then they started talking about
governance and policy and asked for a meeting
with the principal to discuss their findings.
Their passion was ignited.’

Another project saw Saint Ignatius students
repurpose recycled clothing to make blankets for
a nearby animal shelter.

As a busy teacher and mother of three girls,
Isje has found the program to be personally
rewarding, too.

“I married an engineer and

on reflection | never had that
conversation as a young woman about
pursuing maths and science in that
way. It wasn't even a possibility.”

‘There’s something special about seeing girls
realise that they can be creative, while also being
good at science, technology, engineering and
maths. If that can be nurtured,
then they get power and they
can tackle the world.’

To learn more about the GALS
program and view student
presentations, click here.
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Image (above): GALS participant using VR to design a
Rube Goldberg machine in a GALS academy event, 2025.

Image (below): Professor Linda Hobbs, one of the GALS
Lead researchers, speaking to program participants.



https://stem-gals.org/
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When Nathan Coffey (BA (Hons) ‘15) chats with students who
are the first in their family to attend university, he has a deep
understanding of the challenges they face.

Nathan is Deakin’s Senior Coordinator of Equity
Initiatives and a passionate advocate for removing

@ the barriers that stand between young people and
a higher education.

‘I didn’t think | was smart enough to attend
university,” Nathan admits.

‘My parents didn't finish Year 10. As a kid from a
single-parent home in a regional town, | couldn’t
ask anyone at the dining room table about
university because there was no one to ask.’

Nathan had set his sights on becoming an air
traffic controller, but discovered that the strict
entry requirements meant he had to get some life

Dawn Wade Foundation and
his wife Anna Wade.

experience and qualifications under his belt first.
Nathan had pulled double duty during his senior
secondary studies in order to support himself,
working upwards of 25 hours a week.

Some lateral thinking led him to Deakin — entry
into the Bachelor of Creative Arts program was
based on audition, not grades.

Happily, Nathan thrived in his new learning
environment, and following graduation, began
working in student-facing roles where he could use
his qualification and hard-earned experience to
assist others. Today, almost one third of Deakin’s
students are the first in their family to attend
university — one of the highest rates in the country.

Image: Nathan Coffey, Senior
Coordinator, Equity Initiatives.

Last year, in conversation with

the Dawn Wade Foundation, a

. . bold new equity scholarships
- program was born.

- )

‘ ‘We shared stories about
what we do and realised
that together we could
build something holistic and
impactful. We called it “the
barrier destroyer” scholarship
— taking away those barriers that

(1 ol stop some students from accessing a
] w higher education,” Nathan explains.
Tis
For three generations, the Geelong-based
Dawn Wade Foundation has nurtured projects that

address two global challenges: climate change, and
the widening social equity gap.

‘My own father had to go to work at age 13 so that
he could help pay for his brother’s university fees,’
shares Foundation Director Darrell Wade. ‘He has
no regrets about this as he saw first-hand the
transformative effect his brother’s degree had on
the entire family.’

“If you want social transformation
you need economic development

and that is only achieved through
education. The scholarships for first-
in-family access to university will not
only change the recipients’ lives and
their families', but also contribute

to the development of the Geelong
region and Australia more broadly.”

Darrell and wife Anna have continued
the Foundation’s family legacy and find it
incredibly rewarding.

‘Anna and | are looking for opportunities to help
other people gain the education that will transform
their lives and make them happier, more satisfied
people that contribute to a healthy, progressive
society’, Darrell says.

Thanks to the Foundation’s visionary $2.8 million
gift, the Dawn Wade Foundation scholarships — the
largest equity scholarships ever offered by Deakin
— are supporting 30 students for the first time in
2026. Each scholarship is valued at up to $25,268
per year.

Impact of your giving in 2025

The scholarships are providing 'wrap-around’
support to recipients for the full duration of their
undergraduate program (up to four years). This
includes a living allowance, in addition to residential
accommodation at the Geelong Waurn Ponds or
Waterfront Campuses, where students will live
together as a cohort and not have to vacate their
rooms over the summer break.

Health and wellbeing are also at the heart of the
scholarships, which include membership at the
Deakin gym.

Nathan says the opportunity to tailor a new
equity scholarship to reflect the needs of
Deakin students was a circuit breaker to
intergenerational disadvantage.

‘We sat down as a team and asked: “What are we
hearing on the ground? What are our young people
telling us that are preventing them from seeing
themselves at the University?”. These scholarships
will mean that they can participate wholeheartedly
in as much of the university experience as they can.’

The application process has been designed to be as
straightforward as possible. Recipients need only
to be based in Geelong or relocating from a rural or
regional area, and to have completed Year 12 at an
underrepresented Australian public school.

Deakin's Equity team will keep a close eye on the
initial cohort, and engage with them regularly, to
ensure the scholarships remain fit for purpose.

‘We’ve focused on what we believe is most
important for now, but we’ll evaluate the impact
of the program as we move forwards and continue
to tweak and improve it. We also plan to share
our findings with colleagues in other institutions,
so they can learn what might work for their

equity programs,' Nathan says.

He says while the Dawn Wade Foundation
Scholarship program is a new and welcome
intervention, it reflects Deakin's proud 50-
year history.

‘The University aims to be a catalyst for positive
change for the individuals and the communities it
serves. Equity, inclusion and diversity are at the core
of Deakin. And it’s the reason we are stepping up
now with the Dawn Wade Foundation Scholarship

’

program and showing the nation what is possible.

To learn more about Deakin’s
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
initiatives, please click here.
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The lateJohn Pilger (Edward Wilson Fellow ‘95)
had a knack for finding himself in the right place
at the right time.

Image: John Pilger in Vietnam in the 1960s, reporting on the war for
over a decade, until the very last day in 1975. Photographer: Eric Piper

The late John Pilger (Edward Wilson Fellow
‘95) had a knack for finding himself in the right
@ place at the right time. As a young reporter
in his 20s, he was on the ground exposing the
difficult truths of the Vietnam War. After the fall
of Pol Pot, Pilger revealed the atrocities of the
Khmer Rouge in a television film — Year Zero: the
Silent Death of Cambodia — that had a massive
worldwide impact and became one of the most
watched documentaries ever made. Andin 1968,
Pilger was in the room in Los Angeles when the
then presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy
was assassinated.

For one month in 1995, the widely respected
journalist and filmmaker shared these remarkable
experiences and more with Deakin students and
staff in a special series of lectures and events.
Pilger had been invited to Deakin as the Edward
Wilson Fellow and was accompanied by his
partner, the journalist and editor Jane Hill.

‘In Britain, John had been lucky enough to be
awarded quite a number of honorary degrees,’
Hill explains.

“So by 1995 he'd had a little taste of
the sort of collegiate atmosphere,
the warmth, the joy of learning,

the joy of sharing, opening young
people's minds. And when he was
offered this opportunity to be the
visiting fellow and come to Deakin,
he was genuinely thrilled.”

By the time of his fellowship at Deakin, Pilger
had won multiple British Press Awards. He had
also received a BAFTA Award, a Peabody Award
and an International Emmy for his trailblazing
documentaries exposing the political and
humanitarian aftermath of the genocide in
Cambodia. His public lecture at the Geelong
Performing Arts Centre in 1995 attracted

700 people.

‘We were received so warmly by the staff and
the students there,” Hill recalls.

‘John made a big keynote speech and there
were lots of seminars and smaller groups where
John interacted with students and sort of
mentored people and chatted and did a bit of
informal teaching.’

The experience stayed with Pilger, who generously
left a gift in his Will through Deakin to encourage
the next generation of investigative journalists.

In Pilger’s own words, the scholarship is to be
awarded to ‘the student of journalism who has
demonstrated an understanding of journalism

Impact of your giving in 2025

Image: John’s visit to Deakin for the Edward
Wilson Lecture, Ford Theatre (October 1995).

as a humane profession independent of all
vested interests to serve the public, not media
proprietors, and tell unpalatable truths that may
have been concealed from the public.’

Pilger’s bequest recognises that talent alone is not
enough to sustain public-interest journalism. And
by removing financial barriers to internships and
other tools of the trade, the John Pilger Scholarship
will widen access to the profession, and help to
ensure that journalism is shaped not by privilege
or proximity, but by integrity, evidence, and an
unswerving commitment to serving the public.

Pilger, a prolific author and documentary
filmmaker, grew up in Bondi and landed his first
job in journalism straight from high school.
Working as a ‘copy boy’ at the Sydney edition

of The Sun he then moved to the Sydney Daily
Telegraph at the age of 18, having won a cadetship.
Pilger had already built a name for himself at The
Daily Mirror in London when the opportunity
arose to front his first documentary, based on his
scoop from Vietnam that US soldiers were openly
rebelling their orders. The Quiet Mutiny was
released in 1970.

‘He was always pitching up ideas to his
print editors, to television companies, and
commissioners,” Hill says.

‘He didn’t always get the green light for things,

but he worked so hard at persuasion. I've seen
him work all the way through the night putting a
proposal together or backing up all his arguments
with absolute concrete fact and multiple sources.
He was meticulous in fact-checking, and looking at
the reasons why a story had to be told and trying
to win over those in a position to enable him to
tell it.”

During his long career, Pilger regularly travelled
to conflict zones to file stories and produce
documentaries, in spite of the dangers.
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‘He and his director often had to go to
authoritarian countries incognito, for example,

in Burma and East Timor they went in as travel
consultants. They had to film with a camerain a
canvas bag with a small hole for the lens because
journalists had previously been targeted and killed,
such as in Balibo in Timor,” Hill shares.

‘He went to Bikini Atoll for his film, The Coming
War on China, to look at the history of nuclear
explosions in the Pacific and the dangers of
nuclear war. His shoes registered as dangerous
on the Geiger counter because of all the radiation
still there.

‘I was very concerned for him. He never took
foolish risks, but he was a courageous person.’

Hill treasures the trusted Hermes ‘Baby’ typewriter
that accompanied Pilger on many of his difficult
assignments — its battered metal case evidence of
a lifetime of use.

‘It rode on his coffin at his funeral and it’s now

in my bedroom. | do one day hope to put an
exhibition together because | have, as you can
imagine, so many things — memorabilia and
photographs and objects and notebooks — from his
many decades of working. It’s a waste not to share
them with people.’

Pilger’s bequest will support future
journalists who share his view that
journalism should serve the public

and be an agent for societal change.

Image (left): John at work for The
Daily Mirror on his Baby Hermes

typewriter, with son Sam, in Italy,
1973. Photographer: Scarth Pilger

Certain aspects of becoming a journalist have
changed considerably since Pilger got his start
in the newsrooms of Sydney. One thing that
has not changed is that unpaid internships
remain an essential stepping stone for many
journalism students.

‘Some students might not be able to take

an internship in a rural or regional area like
Shepparton or Mildura or Bairnsdale because they
can’t afford the travel and the accommodation to
do so. This scholarship will enable them to do that,’
says Dr Alison McAdam (PhD ‘24), a Senior Lecturer
in Communication at Deakin.

‘Other students might live outside of Melbourne,
but want to complete an internship at the ABC on
a program like News Breakfast that might start at
4am or 5am. The scholarship will allow them to
stay in the city instead of trying to commute at
3am on public transport.’

Pilger understood that each generation must

be given the tools, time and independence

to pursue truth in the public interest. Today’s
emerging journalists enter a media environment
shaped by speed, algorithms and opinion-driven
echo chambers, where careful investigation and
uncomfortable facts can be crowded out by noise.

Sam Pilger says his father would be pleased to see
the scholarship offered for the first time in 2026.

‘His gift to Deakin was important to him and

he hoped in some small way to inspire future
generations of journalists. He left Australia in the
early 1960s and based himself in London, where
| was born, as he reported on the world, but it
always drew him back. He loved the big skies,
the light and the ability to swim from his adored
Sydney beaches.’

There is something powerful in
knowing that, even after you’re
gone, the causes you fought for
and believed in can continue

to make a difference. To learn
more about leaving a gift in your
Will through Deakin, click here.

Impact of your giving in 2025

Carrytng forward
what matters most

A good accountant is skilled with numbers. A great accountant looks
beyond the figures, to understand the motivations and goals of the
people they are advising.

This has been the approach of Pitcher Partners
since its founding in 1991. Established in

@ Melbourne, it's grown to become a nationwide
network of independent accounting, audit and
business advisory practices.

Befitting of their profession, the Pitcher
Partners Melbourne team set themselves an
ambitious target — for every hour worked, they
would aim to contribute $1 toward impactful
community initiatives.

Images: (Top)
Warren Galgut,
namesake of the

This includes a successful scholarship program,
in partnership with Deakin, now in its ninth year
and having supported 17 students. The two Warren Galgut
Pitcher Partners scholarship programs support Scholarship.

students within Deakin’s Bachelor of Commerce (Right) Jeaneth

(Accounting) program, and are named in memory Bautista, namesake

of Warren Galgut and Jeaneth Bautista —two of the Jeaneth

late Pitcher Partners staff who left their mark on Bautista Scholarship. .
their communities.

“Warren andJeaneth meant a lot to
the OrganlSBtLOH. They embOdLed our Sadly, Warren was diagnosed and later passed

away from motor neurone disease (MND). Before

Organlsatlon = Very gl'VLngl VerU JOVLal., his death, he led numerous fundraising initiatives
Very engaglng’ Verg Commltted. to raise awareness of the disease.

Jeaneth was a hardworking member of the finance
and operations team. Her generous nature meant
she spent much of her free time helping others,
including organising fundraising efforts for the
underprivileged in the Philippines, where she

This felt like the right way to honour their legacy,”
explains Mark Harrison, who chairs the Pitcher
Partners Melbourne Charitable Committee.

Warren specialised in merger and acquisition was born.
advisory, and financial due diligence. A passionate
traveller and cyclist, he could often be found in the A lover of good food and great company,

early hours biking along the Yarra, or the popular
Beach Road bayside route.

Jeaneth passed away suddenly after suffering
a brain aneurysm.
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The Pitcher Partners Melbourne team wanted to
honour Warren and Jeaneth by supporting the next
generation of accounting professionals. They found
the right partner in Deakin.

‘Deakin were willing to be flexible in how we set up
the scholarships,” says Mark.

“For regtonal and rural students

in particular, Deakin provides a
pathway to a tertiary education that
otherwise may not be possible and
we want to support that.

‘And they have directly involved us in the process,
which is important to us. We have been fortunate
to meet and hear directly from the students and
those insights have encouraged us on more than
one occasion to offer more scholarships in a
given year.

The Pitcher Partner scholarships provide a
generous stipend for two years and aim to
promote greater diversity in the field of business.
Female students, Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples, refugees, and those living in a
rural or remote location are encouraged to apply.

Jessica Missen (BCom ‘26) is one of the
scholarship recipients.

“I'm really grateful to Pitcher Partners
and the funders of the Warren Galgut
Scholarship for their generosity and
support. It is incredibly motivating
and it's encouraged me to keep
working hard and make the most of
every opportunity.”

- Tristan Noorman, Warren Galgut Scholarship recipient.

Impact of your giving in 2025

‘The Jeaneth Bautista Scholarship has changed my
life in many ways,’ Jessica says.

‘I was drawn to accounting and financial planning
as they were majors which combined numbers
with people. The everyday interactions, the impact
on clients’ lives and the long-term fulfilment of
helping others achieve their goals are all aspects of
the role that | find motivating.’

For Jessica, the scholarship arrived when it was
needed most.

‘2025 was a wild year full of challenges, memories
and significant growth. University has pushed me
to grow and adapt. It’s been a time of discovery
and learning, not only academically but also
personally. Without this support, | am unsure what
university would have looked like.”

On top of her studies, Jessica has enjoyed
volunteering as a Deakin peer mentor, and with
Lasagna Love, a non-profit organisation that aims
to connect neighbours with neighbours through
homemade meal delivery.

She says, ‘Jeaneth and this scholarship inspire me
to be the best person | can be’.

Partner with Deakin to drive
real change. Click here to get
in contact.

Image: Jessica Missen, Jeaneth Bautista
Scholarship recipient.
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Thank you for being
part of Togetherand
for helping make the

wonderful possible.

If you would like more information about
giving through Deakin, please contact the
Deakin Development team at:

E giving@deakin.edu.au
T +6139244 5150
W together.deakin.edu.au/giving-through-deakin/
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